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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 3 7 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after.final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10 October 2006 has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

In the response filed on 10 October 2006, applicant requests clarification of the restriction made 
in the final Office action mailed on 7 July 2006 in response to applicant's amendment filed 24 
April 2006. In that amendment Claims 7 and 20 were amended as follows: 

7. (Currently Amended) A management device comprising: 

wireless communication means for wireless communication with plural a communication 
control d e vic e s device ; 

memory means for storing identification data for identifying said plural communication 
control devic e s management device ; 

connection means for connecting a management center through a communication 
network; and 
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registration means for registering, in said memory means, identification data received by 
said wireless communication means from ene-ef said plural communication control device, for 
identifying said plural communication control d e vic e s management device . 

2. As such, it is clear that the scope of the claim before amendment was a management 
device in which data identifying communication control devices is received from the 
communication control devices and stored in the management device while after amendment it 
was a management device in which data identifying the management device itself is received 
from a communication control device and stored in the management device. Similarly, Claim 
20, which was newly added in the same amendment recites a method performed by a 
management device including storing "in a memory [of the management device], identification 
data received from one of said plural communication control devices via the wireless 
communication, for identifying said management device". Prior to the amendment, all claims 
were directed to a management device receiving data for identifying itself from a management 
center and/or data identifying a communication control device from a communication control 
device. There were no claims directed to a management device receiving data for identifying 
itself from communication control device. Because the claims were amended to include a scope 
that was mutually exclusive with and distinct from the scope of the claims that had been 
previously presented, the restriction requirement is proper and is maintained. 

3. Further, the amendment filed on 10 October 2006 and entered with the RCE filed on 7 
November 2006 does not cure the mutual exclusivity and distinctness of the claims from those 
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originally presented. As such, Claims 7, 8, 14, 15 and 20 through 23 remain withdrawn from 
consideration. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - ■ 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jacobson, Jr. (US Patent 6,424,660). 

6. Regarding Claim 1, Jacobson discloses a reception device (Fig. 1, reference 1 10, 1 12, 
114, 116, 118; Fig. 2, reference 200) and system controller arrangement (Fig. preference 120; 
Fig. 3, reference 300) that corresponds to the management device claimed and comprises: 
transmit logic (Fig. 3, reference 306) that corresponds to the wireless communications means 
claimed and communicates wirelessly with component devices that inherently include wireless 
interfaces that correspond to the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 
31-36); receiver identifier storage (Fig. 2, reference 206) that corresponds to the memory means 
claimed and stores a receiver identifier that identifies the reception device and corresponds to the 
first identification data claimed; a target address (column 3, lines 18-22) that corresponds to the 
first identification data claimed and identifies the target component wireless interfaces that 
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correspond to the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36); an IR 
receiver (Fig. 2, reference 202) that corresponds to the reception means claimed and receives 
data from a remote control device (220) that corresponds to the management center claimed via 
an IR signal that corresponds to the communication network claimed; and identifier control logic 
(Fig. 2, reference 208) that corresponds to the registration means claimed and allows receiver 
identifiers and target address that correspond to the identifying data claimed and received by the 
IR receiver (Fig. 2, reference 202) that corresponds to the reception means claimed to be stored 
(i.e., registered) in the receiver identifier storage (Fig. 2, reference 206) that corresponds to the 
memory means claimed (column 4, lines 25-32), 

7. Regarding Claim 2, Jacobson further discloses component devices (column 2, lines 49- 
65) that correspond to the peripheral device claimed and are controlled (i.e., managed) by 
communication from the transmit logic (Fig. 3, reference 306) that corresponds to the wireless 
communications means to the wireless interfaces of the component devices that correspond to 
the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36). 

8. Regarding Claim 4, Jacobson further discloses the reception device (Fig. 1, reference 
1 1 0, 1 1 2, 1 1 4, 1 1 6, 1 1 8) and system controller arrangement (Fig. 1 , reference 1 20) that 
corresponds to the management device claimed being installed in multiple rooms of a residence 
(i.e., functioning as a base wireless station) while the target component wireless interfaces that 
correspond to the communications control device claimed (column 5, lines 20-24, 31-36) are part 
of portable devices (i.e., function as a mobile wireless station) (column 2, lines 49-65). 
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9. Regarding Claim 5, Jacobson further discloses a plurality of target components, the 
inherent wireless interfaces of which correspond to the plurality of communications control 
device claimed) (column 2, lines 49-65). 

10. All elements of Claims 16 and 19 are essentially comprehended by Claims 1, 2 and 5. As 
such, Claims 16 and 19 are rejected on the same grounds as Claims 1, 2 and 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 12 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jacobson in view of Seo (US Patent 5,764,281). 

1 3 . Regarding Claim 12, Seo discloses a remote control system that prompts a user for a 
password (i.e., requests identification data from a management center) and receives a password 
from a user (i.e., input means for inputting a password) (column 4, lines 20-32). Seo further 
discloses that such an arrangement prevents presentation of unsuitable content to users (column 
6, lines 14-20). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention 
to apply password request and input as taught by Seo to the system taught by Jacobson for the 
purpose of realizing the aforesaid advantage. 
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14. All elements of Claim 18 are essentially comprehended by Claim 12. As such, Claiml8 
is rejected on the same grounds as Claim 12. * 

Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments filed 10 October 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

16. On page 1 1 of the response, applicant alleges that Jacobson fails to disclose registering, 
in a memory, first data received for identifying a management device and second data received 
for identifying a communication control device, as claimed in Claims 1 and 16. Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. As shown in the prior art rejections above, Jacobson discloses receiver 
identifiers and target address that correspond to the identifying data claimed being received by 
the IR receiver (Fig. 2, reference 202) and stored (i.e., registered) in the receiver identifier 
storage (Fig. 2, reference 206) that corresponds to the memory claimed (column 4, lines 25-32). 

17. Applicant's arguments with respect to the withdrawn are moot in view of the maintained 
restriction. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Swerdlow whose telephone number is 571-272-7531. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 7:30 AM and 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Daniel Swerdlow 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 
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